END OF SEMESTER 


KAYAKING TRIP 

The Department of Athletics 
and Recreation paddle is hosting 
a Kayaking trip on the Merrimack 
River on Thursday, May 14. 

Attendees will be leaving 
NECC at 8 a.m. to head north and 
enjoy a day on the river. The cost 
is $20 and includes transportation 
and a 5 mile paddle in either a 
kayak or 2-person canoe. 

Attendees should bring snacks 
and a lunch. 

See Maureen Saliba in D104, 
msaliba@necc.mass.edu, or John 
Daly, jdaly@necc.mass.edu, in 
LA 103 to sign up and pay. Pay- 
ment is due by Monday, May 4th. 


SPRING FOOD 
DRIVE 


The NECC chapter of PSI 
BETA, the National Community 
College Honor Society, is collect- 
ing food for the Emmaus Home- 
less Shelter in Haverhill from 
April 27th to May 4th. 

Boxes will be located in the 
C-Building in Haverhill and 

the Dimitry Building in Law- 
rence 

Most people are very generous 
during the holiday season and go 
on vacation in the summer, but 
people are still hungry and sup- 
plies are low, so please give gen- 
erously. 


UpcominG Top 
Norcu PLAYERS 
PERFORMANCES 


The NECC Top Notch Players 
and the Children’s Theater class 
will be presenting “Stuart Little” 
by E.B. White will be presented 
by the Children’s Theater class on 
Friday, May | at 10:30 a.m., Sat- 
urday May 2, at 10:30 a.m. and 2 
p.m. in the Chester W. Hawrylciw 
Theater. 

Admission is free. Contact Jim 
Murphy for further information 
at jmurphy@necc.mass.edu or 
(978) 556-3377. 

The Top Notch Players will 
perform 8 short plays directed 
by NECC students on Friday 
and Saturday, May | and 2 in the 
Chester W. Hawrylciw Theater 
at 7:30 p.m.. Admission is $8 for 
students and senior citizens and 
$10 for General Admission. 

Tickets are available at the 
door only. Contact Susan Sanders 
for further information at ssand- 
ers@necc.mass.edu or (978) 556- 
3374. 


a>. SES: 


Veterans make up a 
unique community on 
the NECC campus 


By Justin MEeRcED 
Correspondent 

There are over 100 veterans 
and current or former military 
members attending classes at 
NECC, but many may not know 
that they are even around. 

Veterans often carry them- 
selves differently than the typical 
student by showing leadership, 
promoting teamwork and dis- 
playing self-discipline. However, 
according to a study by the U.S. 
Army Medical Department, stu- 
dent veterans and servicemem- 


bers frequently face three main 
challenges: having meaningful 
social interactions with other 
non-military students, adjusting 
to the cultural differences be- 
tween military and student/civil- 
ian life and adjusting to one’s role 
outside of the military. 

Many former military mem- 
bers use their professional back- 
ground to the advantage of them- 
selves and others. 

“] bring life experience to the 
table, and (students) see that,” 


oes Cola Gatien 
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Justin Merced and Fadia Chahine are the 2014 Coca Cola Community College All Academic Team Scholarship nominees. Justin 
is the leading student who helped to establish NECC’s Veteran’s Services on campus and Fadia has participated and led numer- 
ous campus projects - such as the English Department's Writing Awards Program, NECC’s Peace Poetry Contest and several 

clubs on campus. Both plan to transfer in the Liberal Arts. 


Veterans Services at NECC 


said Eddie Hoar, former U.S. 
Army service member and jour- 
nalism/communication major at 
NECC. He followed up by saying 
that he had to “ease back into col- 
lege life,” as the combination of 
his military experience and other 
life challenges made the transi- 
tion difficult. 

Hoar is also a member of 
NECC’s club for veterans: the 
Veterans and Servicepersons 
Organization, or VSO for short. 
The VSO’s mission is to pro- 
vide social and cultural support 
to student veterans by helping 
to bridge the gaps related to the 
common struggles experienced 
by service members after their 
military service. 


CMe sae oS, 


The administration is always so supportive. Student 


veterans just have to tell me what they need. 


- VSO adviser Jeff Williams 
$$ ______—_$ 


“Veterans are unknown on 
campus,” said Cory Chambers, 
an Iraq war veteran, engineering 
science major and the vice presi- 
dent of the VSO. “Why is that?” 
he asked. 

Self-identification is a key 
struggle across many educational 
institutions in regards to trying 
to promote a comfortable envi- 
ronment for student veterans and 
servicemembers. 

The aforementioned study 
found that many veterans may 
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not want to identify themselves 
as such for many reasons, such as 
the fear of social stigma or want- 
ing to put their “service behind 
them.” 

However, many of the study’s 
respondents also stated that stu- 
dent veterans’ programs “should 
be highly visible and promoted to 
encourage participation.” 

“Tt is what they make of it,” 
said Veterans Services Coor- 
dinator and VSO advisor Jeff 
Williams, who has served for 29 
years in the U.S. Army Reserves, 
including a combat tour to Iraq. 

“The administration is always 
so supportive. Student veterans 
just have to tell me what they 
need.” 

Williams is a strong proponent 
of positive change for student 
veterans and servicemembers at 
NECC. 

His most recent accomplish- 
ment is his addition of two work 
study students, which will allow 
him to help more student veterans 
in a more effective manner by al- 
lowing him more time attend to 
more pressing issues. 

Williams has also been trying 
to make NECC feel more wel- 
coming for current and future 
student veterans by his active 
support in trying to appoint a pri- 
vate study space for veterans and 
servicemembers and also trying 
to create a specialized orientation 
program solely geared toward 
incoming students with military 
experience. 

One of Williams’ current main 
goals is to make the Veterans 


The Observer is your newspaper! We want to hear from you. Write in to observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Center more “attractive” to stu- 
dent veterans, meaning he’d like 
more people to go in to study or 
talk, or just to communicate their 
concerns. 

Veterans Services is located 
in the Student Center on NECC’s 
Haverhill campus in room SC- 
216, and it is open from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Fridays, and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
on Thursdays. 

Coordinator Williams also 
provides support for students in 
Lawrence at the El Hefni build- 
ing’s advising center from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Work study hours may 
vary. 

For more information, please 
email Veterans Services at vet- 
eransservices@nece.mass.edu or 
call (978) 556-3631. 

Justin Merced is the President 
of the VSO. 
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Note: The editorials in this and next week are part of a series preparing for the succession of the NECC Observer to a new staff. The 
majority of our staff are graduating this Spring, so a lot of institutional knowledge is going to be disappearing; we, the graduating edi- 
tors, hope to equip next year’s (and future) editors to uphold the standard of quality we’re proud to have achieved in our recent history. 
These editorials are intended as a public commentary on the role and responsibilities of an independent student press, and as a resource 
for future editors on staff. 


KNOW YOURAUDIENCE: 
What it means to write for print) recently? 


By THomas SHAMMA 
Copy Editor 

It’s not always important for 
your writing to be clear. The 
thing that’s important, for a jour- 
nalist, is to know why, some- 
times, it should be clear, and why 
sometimes it doesn’t need to be 
-- because it really, really needs 
to be in a newspaper. The vast 
majority of people in the vast 
majority of cases can get by with 
writing that’s just okay. This writ- 
ing might contain errors, or con- 
fusing, paraphrases, or sentences 
that, technically, mean something 
very different than the thing they 
intended to say. 

When you’re writing for a 
small audience -- one person or a 
handful of people -- and you know 
that audience, or at least know 
pretty much what kind of people 
they are, and you know they’ve 
got a lot in common with you, 
you can often trust that they’I! fill 
in the blanks correctly. You can 
trust that they’ll recognize your 
voice and insert what they al- 


ready know about your opinions. 
You can trust that they’ll bring 
their own expertise on the topic to 
unpick ambiguities. And, vitally, 
you can trust that they’Il ask you 
to clarify when they can’t work 
it out, or when they’re not sure 
they’ve worked it out correctly. 

That’s why it’s never really 
a problem that most people are 
just okay -- or even quite bad -- 
at writing. When your audience 
will ask “What did you mean?” 
and you can reliably respond, you 
don’t need to craft exceptionally 
refined prose to move ideas from 
your mind to theirs. 

It’s important for journalists 
to understand that exactly zero 
of those charities are available to 
them when writing for print. You 
cannot trust that a newspaper’s 
readers recognize your voice in 
your writing. You cannot trust 
that they share your basic values 
or knowledge or intuition. You 
cannot trust that they know the 
same idioms as you, and you ab- 
solutely cannot trust that you will 
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ever get a chance to clarify. 

Even if you publish a correc- 
tion, the majority of your readers 
are never going to see it. They’re 
only ever going to get the wrong 
version of the story, and they’re 
never going to know to ask. 

When you write for print, 
you’re always writing not just 
for people who share your gen- 
eral context, but for people who 
disagree with you, and will inter- 
pret you either to confirm their 
own view, or uncharitably to 
discredit yours; people who’ve 
never learned the first thing about 
concepts you’ve been getting 
comfortable with for your whole 
life; people whose first language 
isn’t English, and who don’t 
have nearly the same amount of 
practice as you in solving the 
puzzles of other people’s writing 
mistakes; people who come from 
another part of the country or the 
English-speaking world and use 
some parts of the language totally 
differently than you do. 

(Did you know, for example, 


that the word ‘quite’ is usually 
meant to emphasize in American 
English -- ‘quite good’ means 
‘very good’ -- but to diminish in 
UK English -- ‘quite good’ means 
‘kind of good, but not very?’ I 
used the word quite in the third 
paragraph of this piece. That 
makes the meaning of that para- 
graph kind of slippery, doesn’t 
it?) 

Understanding this relation- 
ship between writer and reader 
-- and understanding the way it 
can shift -- is a valuable life skill 
in general, especially online. It 
helps to keep in mind that you can 
expect a different level of chari- 
ty and understanding from your 
Facebook friends than a stranger 
on a forum, or in an email to a 
coworker, versus a client, versus 
your mom. Keeping it in mind 
will make you a more effective 
communicator -- and, if you’re a 
journalist, keeping it in mind is a 
pretty good summary of your job 
description. 


STICKING WITH THE STORY 
The Observer should do 
more following up 


By FairH GREGORY 
Editor-in-Chief 

NECC is an ideal ground for 
community journalism. It’s small, 
the faculty, staff and administra- 
tors work closely together, and 
there’s a great push for making 
this community college an actual 
community. 

Journalists at the Observer 
are charged with writing stories 
about NECC. Some stories can 
be completely covered in one 
article, but others need to be fol- 
lowed through time to see their 
developments and changing rel- 
evancy. 

There are a few stories on cam- 
pus that I had meant to follow and 
cover, things that I would like to 
continue covering if it wasn’t for 
the fact that I am transferring in 
the fall -- 1 wanted to cover why 
we no longer have a nurse, what 
happened with the bidding of 


different contracted services on 
campus, reports and analysis on 
the school budget and the renova- 
tion happening to Spurk building, 
and what the swing-space will be 
for those offices and classrooms. 

These are stories that I can no 
longer report on, and I can only 
hope they will be picked up by 
veteran and new journalists in the 
fall. 

Our website, which has been 
public for two semesters, should 
help contribute to the continuity 
of narrative at NECC. Communi- 
ty members and other readers can 
go on the site and click tags rel- 
evant to a topic that they are in- 
terested in and follow the thread 
from the beginning. 

Continuity of narrative is im- 
portant for any community, and 
journalists at this college have the 
opportunity to follow the stories 
and changes that make this col- 
lege what it is. 


There’s only one issue of the Observer left 
this semester -- now’s your last chance to 
get a letter in and hear from the current 
batch of editors. We love hearing from 
the NECC community! You can drop us 


a note in the Spurk building in Haverhill, 
C-222, or reach us at 


978-556-3633 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


Roaming 
Reporter 


Whatis a 
great book 
ou’ve read 


% a i 
“Love Rosie” (Where Rainbows 
End) by Cecilia Ahern 
DELANEY Morrissey 


Early Childhood Education 


“Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight 
in Heaven” by Sherman Alexie 
MEGHAN Davison 


General Studies 


“The Giver” by Lois Lowry 


ABBEY DAVISON 
General Studies 


——< 


“Dune” by F rank Herbert 


JAY BELLINO 
Liberal Arts 


“The Archaic Revival” by 
Terence McKenna 
RYAN ROBERGE 


Liberal Arts 


A 
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Mirror, mirror, on the screen: media and body image 


Media plays a big 
role in the body 
images of women 
and girls 


By ASHLEE Rose FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

Over the years, beauty has 
evolved in many ways. To this 
point, I have never really paid 
attention to what messages the 
media sends out when it comes to 
body image. 

Over the past year, however, 
I have come to understand the 
many effects that mass media has 
on people, both positive and neg- 
ative. 


1 e Calvin Klein 


Myla Dalbesio is Calvin 
Klein’s new plus-size model. She 
is a size 10. 

In an interview with Charlie 
Lankston from the Daily Mail, 
Dalbesio expressed concern over 
the labeling of her body as “plus- 
size.” 

“You get used to calling your- 
self a plus-size model when 
you’re not,” she said. “It has been 


Negatives 


hard. I can never figure out where 
I fit in, and I’m always making 
someone mad. I’m not skin- 
ny-skinny, but I’m not fat and 
fabulous either. I’m a size 10.” 

I was blown away to see that 
she is considered plus-size. Being 
plus-size myself, I giggled at the 
idea of Calvin Klein labeling her 
that way. Myla is beautiful, but 
she’s definitely not even close to 
being a plus-size model. 

Known as Angels, Victoria’s 


Zs Victoria’s Secret 
Secret models are well-known as 
some of the most beautiful wom- 
en in the world. 

Although it’s not all glitz and 
glam, here’s a list of requirements 
from woman’s health magazine 
on what it takes to be an “Angel” 
and why you probably wouldn’t 
want to be one: 

-Angels must always look 
good and be ready always have 
your hair and makeup done only 
exception is working out. 

-The height requirement for 
Angels is between five and 6 feet 
tall 

-Angels must have a 34 inch 
bust and 24 inch waist. 

-The average weight of an An- 
gel is 120 pounds 


Teacher Evaluation 
Sheets 


Students express 
their opinions on 
teacher evaluation 


sheets 
By KYLE Benson 
Correspondent 

There are many different ways 
to evaluate teachers today. There 
are websites like ratemyprofes- 
sors.com, ratemyteachers.com 


“I take filling out the evalua- 
tions seriously,” said Mike Bi- 
lodeau. “They reflect upon how 
students feel the teacher is doing 
and lets the school know whether 
they are doing good or bad.” 

These evaluation sheets and 
evaluation websites are important 
for teachers. 

It affects their jobs and wheth- 
er or not student will sign up for 
their classes. 


LS a a a 


When they hand those sheets out, it usually is at the 


end of class, and I just want to get home. 
- Greg Komornick 


5 


and teachercomplaints.com. 

Even with all this available, 
tmany schools, including NECC, 
use end-of-semester teacher eval- 
uation sheets. 

This seems like a good tool, 
but do students take the evalua- 
tion seriously? 

“When they hand those sheets 
out, it usually is at the end of class, 
and I just want to get home,” said 
Greg Komornick. 

“Tf I like a teacher I'll fill out 
the sheet with all 5’s, and if I 
don’t like them, I'll just fill out 
the whole sheet with the lowest 
number.” 

Many students agree with Ko- 
mornick. They would like to just 
get home at the end of the day and 
not fill out sheets that don’t con- 
cern themselves. There are others 
that take the evaluations seriously 
however. 


If students don’t take the eval- 


-uations seriously, it could really 


end up negatively affecting a pro- 
fessor. 

These sheets and websites are 
there to rate a professor on indi- 
vidual parts of their jobs and then 
averaging the results out to have 
a better look at what they need to 
work on. 

If you would like to lean more 
about a profesor that you are go- 
ing to have a class with or would 
like to share your opinon about a 
class with a profesors you liked 
or disliked head to ratemyprofe- 
sors.com 

Ther teacher  evalutation 
sheets are made for students. to 
express their opinions about the 
class and the profesor who taught 
the course. We are given the opor- 
tunity to share are opinions and | 
beleive every student should. 


-Angels have intense workouts 
they work out twice a day for 90 
minutes six days a week. 

-Angels cannot have body hair 
anywhere. 

- Angels’ abs, breasts and butts 
are airbrushed to make every- 
thing look perfect. 

-There’s no way for Angels 
to cheat -- the Victoria’s Secret 
Fashion Show is two weeks af- 
ter Thanksgiving. Models aren’t 
allowed to indulge in any sweets 
during that time. 


SP Bratz & Barbie 

Growing up, I played with 
Bratz and Barbie dolls. Back then, 
they just looked like normal dolls 
to me. Looking at them now, I see 
how kids are playing with super 
skinny, big-breasted dolls caked 
with makeup. Many girls look up 
to these dolls as role models for 
their physical appearance. 

Mattel has recently made an 
average-size Barbie, but the prob- 
lems with the regular one still 
stand. According to a report by 
CNN, if the standard Barbie were 
a real person, her neck would 
be twice as long as the average 
woman and her waist would be 
16 inches. 

She would only have room for 


gaps on the page. 


half a liver, and her feet would 
only be 6 inches wide. She would 
have to walk on all fours in order 
to stand. 


1 e Tess Munster 


Tess Munster, also known as 
Tess Holiday, is making history. 

She is the 1st plus-size model 
to be signed to a major modeling 
agency. A size 24, she’s five feet 
five inches tall and was recently 
signed to Milk Model Agency. 
Munster helps people understand 
that beauty comes in every size. 

As a plus-size woman, I look 
up to Tess. She broke the barrier 
for plus-size women everywhere 
and made her own mold. 

She is responsible for the viral 
social media movement known 
as #Effyourbeautystandards. I 
joined the movement and I be- 
lieve all women should. 


Zi Rebel Wilson 


Many people may be most fa- 
miliar with Rebel Wilson as “Fat 
Amy” in the 2012 film “Pitch 
Perfect.” 

Wilson poked fun at Victoria’s 
Secret Angels. 


Positives 


HECTOR. THE SPACE- IN NEWSPAPERS, 19 |T 


FILLING CAT ASKS: OMY To FILL EMPTY 
PAGE SPE WITH LAT 
Yo Opies? 


A: No! Generally speaking, that’s not an appropriate way to fill space 
in a newspaper. However, throwing in a free ad when there's noth- 
ing else to go in a spot can occasionally help you avoid unsightly 


You can learn more exciting design and editorial lessons 
in Copy Editing, held next fall on the Haverhill campus on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9 to 9:50 a.m. 

Sign up now! JRN 201-9, CRN: 8205 

Copy Editing is a valid Communications, Humanities, Liberal 
Arts and Open elective and a Journalism requirement. 


She came out onstage dressed 
like an Angel. When she bent 
down, her pants read “THINK,” 
mocking Victoria Secret’s popu- 
lar “PINK” marketing campaign. 

In an interview, Wilson ex- 
plained that she put “THINK” on 
her pants because she wants girls 
to challenge their ideas of beauty 
and know that there are no limits 
when it comes to beauty and size. 


How has media 
affected your, ; 
body image? _ 
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News 


Spring Jam draws a crowd in Haverhill 


The sun was out and 
the weather was fair 
for Spring Jam 


By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 

Spring Jam was held on the 
quadrangle on the Haverhill cam- 
pus on Wednesday, April 15. 

Club tables were set up to 

hand out different information to 
the students to make them aware 
of what goes on on campus and 
what they can get involved in. 
They had information regarding 
health, volunteering and fun stuff 
activities as well 


The student Senate held a hula 
hooping contest, where students 
could win little gifts for partici- 
pating and chatting with student 
senators who were there working 
the event. 

Kim Daigle, a paramedic stu- 
dent said, “It’s fun talking to new 
students and potentially new sen- 
ators. I love being involved and I 
would love to get the students as 
passionate as I am -- Spring Jam 
was the perfect place to do that.” 

Along with the hula hooping 
contest, the Sport and Fitness 
department held a couple differ- 
ent activities. They held a limbo 
contest as well as a ladder ball 


competition. Donna Passemato, 
an exercise science major said, 
“its good to get out and get some 
fresh air. Plus you can have fun 
playing games and maybe get a 
little bit of a workout. “ 

Studen Engagement passed 
out free cotton candy -- The 
students seemed to enjoy this 
because the people making the 
cotton candy were absolutely 
covered in it from head to toe. Ari 
Chiklis and Kadee Tapley both 
who work in the student engage- 
ment center had the cotton candy 
in their hair. 

Most of the clubs on campus 
were there so students could learn 


about what they do and how to 
join them. One of the clubs that 
put on a special talent show was 
the Community Outreach Club -- 
they had an array of performers, 
some a little more controversial 
than others, but overall it seemed 
everyone watching the show en- 
joyed it. 

Kristen Curry, a general stud- 
ies student said, “I really enjoyed 


the show, they had some gutsy 
people to get up there and sing -- 
I could never do that.” 

Curry was watching the show 
while waiting for her foam finger 
that was getting her name put on 
it in bright graffiti. 


A few stu- 


dents were upset that they waited 
in line and were not able to get a 
foam finger because of the high 
school students visiting for the 
“College for a Day” event. 

Daigle said, “I saw a few peo- 
ple upset over that -- they said it 
was not fair that they did not get 
them. They were pulled aside 
and a happy medium was accom- 
plished.” 

The Spring Jam event for the 
Lawrence Campus will take place 
on April 29 on the patio of the 
Dimitry Building. 

“Fun will be had by all,”says, 
Passemato. 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


Spring Jam took place on the quadrangle on the Haverhill campus. Clubs on campus came out and talked to students about opportunities on campus 
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UMass Lowell Degree 


at NECC in Haverhill This Summer 


You can ear Your Bachelor's Degree in Psychology, 


Criminal justice or Business Administration in Haverhill, 


Massachusetts.* 


Registration is now available for the following UMass Lowell 
courses that will be held at Northern Essex Community College in 
Haverhill this Summer. 


Summer Courses 
12 & 


Start May 


Questions? 


June 15 in Haverhill 


*Students may have the option to complete some required courses online. 


(URdess Lowell is an Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action, Title XX, W/V, ADA 1890 University. 
This ad was produced at no cost to the Commonwealth 


Call 800-480-3190 


May 12 to June 12 


COURSE NO. 


47-369-HA4 


44.387-HA1 
44-390-HAs 
44-478-HA1 
47.328-HA1 
47.360-HA1 
47-473-HA1 
FINA.301-HA1 
MKTG.315-HA1 


COURSE NAME 


Research II: Statistics 


June 15 to August 6 


Criminal Mind and Behavior 

Criminal Justice Research Methods 
Child Maltreatment 

Dynamics of Interpersonal Relations 
Adult Development and Aging 

Seminar in Social Psychology: Terrorism 
Financial Management 

New Product and Service Management 


http://continuinged.uml.edu/haverhill 
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News 


Potential students experience “College For A Day” 


Visiting high school 
students and adults 
experience what 


NECC offers to its 


students 
By CurisTINA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 


The spring season is in full 
swing on the Haverhill campus, 
with numerous activities, causes, 
and sporting events happening al- 
most everyday. 

On Wednesday April 15, 
NECC in Haverhill held it’s an- 
nual Spring Jam which consists 
of students getting involved in 
student life on campus. 


some were presenting group 
speaking projects, and had to 
speak to an unfamiliar and larger 
group. 

“It was a good experience for 
the visitors in class. We presented 
in front of people we weren’t fa- 
miliar with,” said NECC student 
Adam Yannakoureas. 

Professor Amy Callahan be- 
gan the class with a brief intro- 
duction to the course to give the 
newly present audience an idea of 
what students do for the class and 
what they will learn throughout 
the course. 

Callahan explained further 
about what her current students 
will be doing for the class that 
day and asked to be respectful of 
the presenters. 


<<. 


It’s awesome NECC gives people the 
opportunity to come and experience this. 
It is good to have a sample before you 
decide to come. 

- Christian Doyle 


0 a om 2 


Also on the same day, NECC 
offered “College for a Day.” 

High school students in the 
surrounding area such as Law- 
rence and Haverhill high school 
had students participate in this in 
class experience. 

It was not just for high school 
students, but for adults looking to 
go back to school to receive a de- 
gree also. 

Visitors began their day in the 
Behrakis One-Stop Student Ser- 
vices Center, where they were 
given a schedule consisting of a 
list of times followed by classes. 

Each could choose the class 
of their choice then sat in on the 
various courses offered at NECC. 

This was a great opportunity 
which offered potential students 
a visual of how classes operate 
on the campus and what a typical 
day in classes are like. 

It was a free event which con- 
sisted of tours of the campus, an 
in class point of view and what 
the student engagement center 
and the student life is like on 
campus. 

With Spring Jam falling on the 
same day, the quad was buzzing 
with a cookout, music, games, 
prizes, potential students inter- 
acting with different clubs and 
asking current students questions. 

One class in particular, Pro- 
fessor Amy Callahan’s Public 
Speaking course, offered for the 
Journalism and Communication 
major had an interesting turn out 
with numerous attendees. 

The class filled quickly and a 
standing room area was formed 
in the back of the classroom and 
near the entrance. 

Students enrolled in the course 
walked in shocked at the number 
of unknown visitors in their class 
and quickly discovered it was 
“College for a Day.” 

A few students were apprehen- 
sive with the audience because 


Three groups of students 
spoke for approximately 7 to 10 
minutes on given topics that were 
to inform the audience of a partic- 
ular event or issue. 

The Growth of Facebook, Po- 
tential/Announced/Leading Can- 
didates in the Next Presidential 
Election, and The New Treaty 
With Iran were three presenta- 
tions given by students to the 
class that day. 

The students enrolled in the 
course who were presenting their 
team speeches were nervous, ac- 


and gave their perspective on 
their experience for their hour in 
class that day. 

All of the responses were posi- 
tive and encouraging. Also, many 
questions from prospective stu- 
dents were asked which made for 
an interactive atmosphere. 

“IT do really enjoy this class 
and I was able to share my en- 
thusiasm with them,” said NECC 
Theatre Major Christian Doyle. 

Visitors asked outside class 
related questions about the stu- 
dent life, and the campus as well 
which all students in Professor 
Callahan’s class were more than 
willing to share detailed respons- 
es. 

“It was good to hear the oth- 
er peoples input and they really 
seemed to like it, even though it 
was their first day,” said Yannak- 
oureas. 

The various demographics of 
people in the class made the hour 
a very informative, fun and an 
overall great experience for what 
NECC truly has to offer to its stu- 
dents. 

“It’s awesome NECC gives 
people the opportunity to come 
and experience this. It is good to 
have a sample before you decide 
to come,” said Doyle. 

When the class was over, 
some visitors proceeded onto an- 
other course, some went to enjoy 
Spring Jam and learn more about 
campus life, and others stayed 
behind to talk with Professor 
Callahan and enrolled students 
about the course, and NECC all 
together. 

If Public Speaking is a course 
that seems interesting, there is a 
brief description of the course, 
qualifications, and what the 
course satisfies. 
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It was a good experience for the visitors 
in class. We presented in front of people 
we weren’t familiar with. 

- Adam Yannakoureas 


SoS cl. ae 2 


customed to only speaking to the 
familiar faces of their peers. 

In this course, students are 
very interactive and learn so 
much about their peers through 
their speeches they give. 

Connections can be made 
through relatable experiences, 
and new friendships are formed 
from this course. 

Over time, the class becomes a 
comfortable setting for some, and 
public speaking skills become 
stronger. 

Having newly unexpected vis- 
itors for some students who didn’t 
know about “College For a Day” 
made things awkward at first, but 
in the end was a great experience 
both for the students presenting 
and visitors in attendance. 

Visitors to the class such as a 
Lawrence High School teacher, 
and many high school students 
gave feedback to the presenters 


Stated in the college catalog, 
The course teaches students rhe- 
torical theory, critical thinking 
and the effective construction 
and delivery of various types of 
speeches. 

The course is concentrated 
on informative, persuasive and 
impromptu speeches, with other 
types included at the instructor’s 
discretion. 

The prerequisite for Public 
Speaking is to have, Basic Read- 
ing Proficiency and Basic Writing 
Proficiency. 

The course ultimately satisfies 
Communications, | Humanities, 
Liberal Arts, and is worth 3 cred- 
its. 

This course is designated as 
intensive in the College’s Core 
Academic Skill of Public Presen- 
tation. 


Photo by Christina Hillner 
Professor Amy Callahan, right, smiles with her Public 


Speaking class and visitiors during “College For a Day.” 


Photo by Christina Hillner 
Adam Yannakoureas left and Christian Doyle right give 
their shared Public Speaking course a thumbs up. 


Photo by Christina Hillner 
Students and visitors enjoyed Spring Jam on a beautiful 
sunny day. 
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Arts and Entertainment 


Navy 


The Navy Jazz Band 
Ensemble played at 


Haverhill campus 
By Kim WuaiTING 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

On Friday, April 10, about 
100 people from NECC and the 
local community attended a per- 
formance by the Navy Jazz Band 
Ensemble. The concert was held 
in the Hartleb Technology center 
on the Haverhill campus from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m. The event was free 
for all. 

“It didn’t cost the school a 
thing, except for a few sandwich- 
es,” said Professor Mike Lecuyer, 
who helped to organize the event. 

This 35 member band is one 
of many musical groups, and a 


wide variety of musical styles, 
that make up the Navy Band 
Northeast. They are stationed 
on the Naval base in Newport, 
RI and they tour throughout 11 
states that make up the Northeast. 
According to chief musician and 
leading Chief Petty Officer, Evan 


in New York, New York. From 
Haverhill, they are heading to 
Vermont for four days. 
According to their website 
they provide “musical support 
for the troops” as well doing re- 
cruiting tours. Friday nights per- 
formance was interspersed with 
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I’m going to be a band director. 
- Lindsey Michaud 
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Vis, “The bands perform 450 to 
500 times a year.” 

They marched in the Saint Pat- 
rick’s Day parades last month in 
Scranton, Pa. and three days later 


The Navy Band Northeast Jazz Ensemble played a concert 
in the Hartleb Technology Center on Friday, April 10 for 


about 100 audience members. 


2015 Art Show 
winner chosen 


short speeches delivered by the 
emcee to inform the audience 
about the Navy, it’s purpose, and 
its accomplishments. 

The band often asks a local 
guest performer to join them 
on stage for a song. For Friday 
night’s rendition of The Washing- 
ton Post March, NECC student 
and trumpeter, Lindsey Michaud, 
was invited to accompany them. 

“Washington Post March is 
one of my favorite marches. I 
played it in high school,” said 
Michaud, who is a music major 
and former member of the Low- 
ell High School band. She talked 
about growing up in a musical 
household where her father kept 
a drum kit in the basement and 
her older sister played the flute. 
“We were a very musical fami- 
ly. I’m the only one pursuing it 
as a career, but we’ve all played 
instruments.” 

Michaud said that seeing her 
sister play in the band inspired 
her to do the same, but her sister 
said, “You can’t play flute, be- 
cause that’s what I play.” 


Jazz Band plays at NECC 


. _ Photos by Kim Whiting 
Lindsey Michaud poses 


with her trumpet. 


Once she tried the trumpet, 
nearly 11 years ago, she knew she 
had found the right instrument for 
her. “I started when I was ten,” 
she said. “I was good at it from 
the start ... it was a perfect fit for 
me.” 

Michaud is graduating with 
her Associate’s in music at the 
end of this semester and will be 
transferring to UMass Amherst, 
where she will continue to follow 
her passion by studying music 
education. 

“I’m going to be a band direc- 
tor,” said Michaud, “I’m the only 
one in my group of friends who 
knows exactly what I want to do 
... I’m very lucky, and happy.” 

For more information about 
the Navy Band Northeast, visit 
their facebook page at facebook. 
com/.../Navy-Band-Northeast/ 


Stuart Little is 


By Kim WuirINnG 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 
The 2015 Student Art Show 
is currently on display in the 
Bentley Library ArtSpace. This 
annual show is sponsored by the 
NECC Art and Design Depart- 
ment and includes entries from 
students in a variety of class- 
es including drawing, painting, 


year’s first place winner. 


Photo courtest of NECC Newsroom w/jJ] 


“Wire Violin,” by Ryan Silva, is this 


photography, interactive media 
and two and three dimensional 
foundations. The show opened 
on April 22 with a reception and 
awards ceremony from 3:30 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. More than 50 entries 
were submitted by two dozen stu- 
dents. 

The winning entry is a three 


dimensional violin made out of 
steel wire by artist Ryan Silva of 


Salisbury. He received 
the $200 President’s Pur- 
chase Prize, presented by 
NECC President Lane 
= Glenn. Second place was 
"ia tie between Meriweth- 

er Kimball of Plaistow, 
@ N.H. and Paige Fournier, 
of Georgetown. Third 
Place went to Julian Cruz 
of North Andover and 
Honorable Mention was 


Gloucester. 

The ArtSpace is open 
Mon. through Thurs., 2 
p.m. through 9 p.m., Fri., 
2 p.m through 4 p.m. and 
Saturdays, 9 a.m. through 
1 p.m. Student artwork 
remain on display 
through May 15. 


given to Frank Hawks of 


coming to NECC 


The NECC Children’s Theater 
is hard at work preparing and re- 
hearsing for the upcoming pro- 
duction of Stuart Little. 

The performance _ includes 
more than a dozen cast members 


and is comprised of NECC stu- 
dents as well as members of the 
Children’s Theater group. 

Admission is free and open to 
the public. Show dates and times 
are in the box to the left. 


: Photo by Kim Whiting 
Katie Formosi of Groveland and Ari Crawford of Salem, NH 


work on props for the upcoming performance. 
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COURSE SPOTLIGHT 
Middle Eastern history 


Understanding 
the region better 
through history 


By MOLLy FitzGeRALp 
Correspondent 

The Middle East is every- 
where in today’s news media. 
Stories about attackings and 
bombings in those middle east- 
ern countries, stories about the 
new Iranian Bill, and of course 
the stories involving ISIS. But 
do Americans fully understand 
what’s going on in the Middle 
East? Have we educated Amer- 
ica’s youth enough to form an 
opinion on all these debates, 
and the choices our govern- 
ment is making as a result? 

NECC offers a Modern Mid- 
dle East history class which is 
taught by Professor Stephen 
Russell. It covers the history of 
the region, and the impact the 
United States and other nations 
have on it. It helps students un- 
derstand that the problems in 
the Middle East started before 
America got involved, and al- 
lows students to see the people 
of the Middle East not just as 


Muslims or terrorists, but as 
everyday people, who have 
survived oppressive regimes, 
wars, and revolutions within 
their own country. 

“T wish I knew about the 
middle east history class,” 
said NECC student Traeger 
Domoretsky, broadcast jour- 
nalism major. Domoretsky, 
who is graduating NECC this 
spring, said “I wish some- 
one had told me when I was a 
freshman coming into NECC 
the importance of knowing 
what’s going on in the Middle 
East. Now, being older, I listen 
to the news more and I hear 
stories about Iran and Afghan- 
istan. | sort of understand what 
the newscasters are saying, but 
if | understood how it all be- 
gan I’d feel more comfortable 
talking about these topics with 
people.” 

David Pena, a history major 
who is taking the Modern Mid- 
dle East History class said “It’s 
amazing how much more to the 
Middle East there is besides 
what the media tells us.” 

The media in America 
mainly focuses on the negative 


aspects of Middle Eastern pol- 
itics and culture, which creates 
and reinforces strong prejudic- 
es in their viewers. 

“The Middle East is still in 
the midst of their revolution,” 
said Pena. “I think it’s import- 
ant for students to take this 
class and grasp an understand 
of why this is all happening in 
the Middle East, because then 
maybe people wouldn’t hate 
on people just because they’re 
Muslim.” 

Patrick Murphy, a Liberal 
Arts major, said, “I’m taking 
the Modern Middle East His- 
tory course this semester, it 
has deepened my understand 
of what’s going on in those re- 
gions today. 

He said, “People, especially 
the youth, need to be educated 
in what has happened in [the 
Middle East], and hopefully 
with that added knowledge and 
insight, we can begin to make 
the changes to help better our 
society for the people of all 
religions and races in the Arab 
world.” 


| Improvements to 


Lawrence campus 
are on the way 


Better parking at 
Buckley and beyond: 
NECC is getting 


Lawrence up-to-date 
By Suaina RICHARDS 
Correspondent 

“This is big news,” said NECC 
President Lane Glenn, referring to 
the upcoming expansion of the Law- 
rence campus. “We expect to be wel- 
coming two new college partners.” 

Having these new partners will 
enable students to get a bachelor’s 
degree in several majors right on the 
Lawrence campus. 

Regis College, a private college 
in Massachusetts, will offer students 
a BA in nursing, public health, and 
health science. Lyndon State College 
will offer a BA in Information Tech- 
nology, a BFA in Graphic Design, 
and a BA in Visual Communication 
and Music Business. This is the first 
time bachelor’s degrees in these ma- 
jors will be available in Lawrence. 

The college is also hoping to open 
a Regional Public Safety Center in 
the next few years, and are currently 


looking for funding for the building. 
According to Glenn, the facility will 
be a “new police center for the city of 
Lawrence as well as a training center 
for college students.” 

The opening of this center would 
make Lawrence the “premier loca- 
tion for police training in the North- 
east,” he said. 

The Lawrence campus will be of- 
fering “more tutoring services and 
more developmental coursework, 
replicating what’s happening on the 
Haverhill campus,” said NECC Dean 
Chuck Phair. NECC hopes to create 
more opportunities for students at 
Lawrence High School to become in- 
volved with dual enrollment. 

Glenn also expressed interest in 
rehabilitating some of the facilities 
themselves. “We’re hoping to ren- 
ovate the Dimitry building and the 
library on the Lawrence campus,” he 
said. 

The college has been working 
with the city of Lawrence to improve 
the Buckley parking garage. As part 
of this, increased lighting in the ga- 
rage will help students feel more se- 
cure at night. 


GSA welcomes potential 


Ranked as a 
Best Northern 


University by 
U.S. News & 
World Report 


Why transfer'to The College of Saint Rose? 


Saint Rose offers 70 undergraduate programs with internships 
that will tie your studies to the real world, building your resumé 
in the process. In fact, Saint Rose has been identified as one of 
New York's top colleges for offering the greatest lifetime return 
on investment because our students graduate prepared for their 
careers or are recruited into top graduate or doctoral programs. 


Our goal is simple: to help you achieve yours. To transfer, contact 
us at 1-800-637-8556 ext. 1 or admit @strose.edu. 


Still accepting applications for fall. 


Merit Awards range from $8,500-$14,500 + 
PTK scholarship (all transfer students receive 
a merit scholarship) 


WWW.STROSE.EDU/TRANSFER 


students at Spring Jam 


By JoserH MELI 
Staff Writer 

During NECC’s College for a Day, which 
happened alongside the. annual Spring Jam 
celebration on April 15, high schoolers 
from around the area visited to get an idea 
of what the average day in college is like. In 
an effort to help the LGBTQ+ demographic 
feel more welcome, the GSA set up a ta- 
ble outside where these students could ask 
questions about the organization and sign 
up for a list to receive news and informa- 
tion via email. 

In the spirit of celebration that comes 
along with Spring Jam, those at the GSA 
table handed out more than just warm wel- 
comes: candy and stickers were also avail- 
able. 

Kelly Schwing leads the group as stu- 
dent president, explaining the possible ben- 
efits for those entering higher education for 
the first time. 

“Having the GSA could make the tran- 
sition from high school to college a little 
easier,” she said. “Students in the LGBTQ+ 
community sometimes find themselves 
feeling left out and the GSA gives them a 
place to hang their hat.” 

Of course, transitioning to college is 
overwhelming for almost anyone, but 
there’s an added level of stress for those 
who identify somewhere on the LGBTQ+ 
spectrum. According to a national report 
compiled by the Gay, Lesbian & Straight 
Education Network, “more than 60 percent 
of LGBTQ+ students do not feel safe in 
schools because of their sexual orientation, 
and 38.4 percent do not feel safe because of 
their gender expression.” 

Colby Patrie, another member of the 
GSA, explained how having a safe space 
benefited him during his transition to col- 
lege. 

“In high school, I was the only openly 
gay, genderqueer student,” he said. “No 
one else knew what that was, and I was 


harassed for it all the time until I stopped 
talking about it out of fear. Transitioning to 
college was rough for me . . . I was scared 
of what other students would think of me. 
The GSA was my first club I joined when I 
came to NECC... 

“J remember they were talking about the 
transgender panel they were making, and 
I shyly raised my hand and asked if gen- 
derqueer could be added as well. They said 
they thought it was a wonderful idea, and 
from then on I made friends, I opened up, 
and I am so glad that every Friday I look 
forward to being able to talk about my per- 
sonal issues without feeling judged.” 

Patrie isn’t alone; students who have or- 
ganizations like the GSA available to them 
generally have a better experience at col- 
lege. Researchers from the California Safe 
Schools Coalition found a link between 
safe spaces for LGBTQ+ students and feel- 
ings of safety among all students attending 
that school. 

Results from the survey found that “76 
percent of students who attended a school 
with a GSA felt safe, versus 69 percent of 
students who attended a school without a 
GSA.” 

“The GSA is a safe environment,” said 
Sara Ramirez, a student staff member of 
the group. “Our officers are equipped with 
phone numbers and assistance to help any- 
one. Our members have knowledge of dif- 
ferent types of people, and we have a trig- 
ger warning protocol.” 

Students who go to a school with a GSA 
don’t just feel safer -- they are safer. The 
sex education provided by such student or- 
ganizations often has a ripple effect beyond 
those within the group. 

For example, students in schools with 
a GSA are more able to name faculty they 
feel safe with, less likely to be victims of 
dating violence and/or harassment related 
to sexual orientation and gender identity/ 
expression. 
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Abraham Lincoln memorial lecture 


A memorial lecture 
was held in honor of 


Abraham Lincoln 
By Respecca WESTERMAN 
Features Editor 

A commemoration _ lecture 
in honor of Abraham Lincoln’s 
death was held on April 14 in the 
Hartleb Technology Center. 


candidates on it so the Demo- 
cratic party would print a ballot 
with all the Democrats on it and 
the Republican party would print 
a ballot with all the Republican 
candidates on it that were run- 
ning, and then they would dis- 
tribute these to their supporters 
straight to the polls on election 
day.” 

Also Partisan papers back in 


Lincoln is a brilliant man who had done 
wonders for this country 
- Dr Heather Cox Richardson 


a 


The lecture was organized by 
Richard Padova as a part of the 
third installment of the 2014- 
2015 Speaker’s Series “Movers, 
Shakes and Opinion makers,” 
funded by NECC and the gener- 
ous contributions of Bill Heine- 
man. 

Padova was the first to speak, 
talking about the presidential 
campaign of Abraham Lincoln 
and how voting was done during 
his 1864 election. 

“Voting was a little different 
than you’re accustomed to today. 
Back in the 1800’s, often times 
the way voting was done was the 
political parties would print the 
ballots with the names of their 


the 1800’s printed pages full of 
ballots as well, and then voters 
that planned on voting would 
cut out a ballot and bring them 
to their voting place on election 
day,” said Padova. 

Padova, an avid collector of 
artifacts of American history, 
brought on display some items 
from Lincoln’s presidency in- 
cluding a ballot, a playbill from 
“My American Cousin”, which 
is the performance Lincoln was 
attending when he was shot by 
John Wilkes Booth. 

There was a hand bill which 
alerted the public in a sort of 
original paper tweet about the 
outcome of the election. 
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Photo by Rebecca Westerman 


The display case showed text about Lincoln, as well as 


photos and a mock poster. 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 


A floral arrangement and portrait of Lincoln was set up at 


the event. 


“A lot of times when people 
were waiting for a paper to arrive 
especially in rural parts of the 
country, handbills were printed, 
sort of like the equivalent to a text 
alert today,” said Padova. 

A handbill was distributed to 
announce the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln, which had a 
poem written on it, and was on 
display along with the other arti- 
facts for the lecture. 

“On the morning of Friday 
April 14, 1865, the Lincolns de- 
cided they would be attending 
“Our American Cousin’ that eve- 
ning, so Mary Lincoln notified 
John Ford, the owner of Ford’s 
Theatre that the first couple 
would be attending the perfor- 
mance that evening. 

“Ford went to a local printer 
and had a playbill printed with the 
basic information about the per- 
formance, and the playbills were 
circulated on the streets of D.C. 
as a way to gather support for the 
performance, and it worked and 
there was a full house that night,” 
said Padova. 

The assassination of Lincoln 
took place at 10:15 p.m. on Fri- 
day, April 14, 1865. 

Next to speak was Professor 
Jim Murphy from the theater 
department, who recited a mag- 
nificent rendition of the Gettys- 
burg Address, with the Civil War 
Memorial Guard standing beside 
him in full uniform. 

The guest speaker, Dr. Heath- 
er Cox Richardson of Boston 
University, MIT Suffolk, UMass 
Amherst, Fitchburg State Univer- 
sity and Boston College offered 
her time to speak about Abraham 
Lincoln after the recitation of the 
Gettysburg Address. 

She defends Mary Todd from 
the ridicule often associated with 
her spending habits and public 
opinion during Lincoln’s presi- 
dency. 

Richardson gave very inter- 
esting insights in how Lincoln 
operated in the White House by 
bringing his poor upbringing into 
to discussion. 

She emphasized how Lincoln 
was a true American, in that he 
pulled himself up ‘by the boot- 
straps’ and created his own suc- 
cesses despite many early chal- 
lenged growing up in less than 
ideal circumstances. 

“The one thing that is interest- 
ing, and I speak about this stuff 
a lot, is that there is this sense 
-- and I’m not necessarily speak- 
ing about people today, but there 
is this sense that they’re (slave 
owners) deliberately advancing 
the field that makes them masters 
of the universe,” said Richardson. 

She related how although the 
United States no longer has slav- 
ery, the less wealthy and low- 
er middle people on the line of 
poverty are in a sense shackled 
to corporations holding a lot of 
money and power in the country. 

After a brief discussion with 
the students attending the lecture, 
there was an open panel discus- 
sion followed by a reenactment 
of Act III Scene 2 of Our Amer- 
ican Cousin, the scene playing 
when Lincoln was assassinated. 


‘0 by Ernie Greenslade 
Civil War reeanactment soldiers were present at the 


Lincoln Memorial event. 


Photo by Ernie Greenslade 
Jim Murphey presented a reading of the Gettysburg 
Address at the event. 
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Team Meme Supreme: NECC’s premier 
unofficial club rules the Student Center 


A tale of anime, 
video games, and 
friendshi, 


By Justin 
Correspondent 

Imagine walking up the stairs 
to the second floor of the Student 
Center to go to the bookstore, 
wondering just how much your 
educational success is going to 
cost you today. Your line of sight 
hasn’t even come in line with the 
top of the stairs yet when, sudden- 
ly, a wave of howling and laugh- 
ter shatters your train of thought, 
which is effectively replaced by 
other-worldly jargon: 

“Ym telling you, Duck 
Hunt Dog is top tier!” “Naruto 
should’ve ended up with Saku- 
ra instead of Hinata.” “I special 
summon my Cyber Soldier from 
the graveyard in face-down de- 
fense mode!” 

You look to the area across 
from the bookstore and see a gag- 
gle of often peculiarly dressed 
students chatting away merrily, 
and possibly eating pizza or ra- 
men, playing card games or read- 
ing comics or Japanese manga on 
the school computers. 

No, you have not stumbled 
into enemy territory, although 
many may try to avoid wander- 
ing into their space as if it was. 
You have merely come into con- 
tact with one of NECC’s most 
diverse groups—one that means 
nobody any harm, but instead is 
very prone to welcoming others 
without question. 


RCED 


“T guess you can call us Team 
Meme Supreme,” laughed Liam 
Lavoie, who is a psychology ma- 
jor at NECC and a member of the 
close-knit group of friends that 
frequent the area across from the 
bookstore. A young man seated 
nearby playfully shouted, “Let’s 
make a banner!” 

Lavoie continued. “Some- 
times we play Super Smash Bros. 
(for 3DS), cards, Pokémon,” he 
said, pausing; and then, with an 
accusatory head nod and glare 
toward the young man seated be- 
side him, he playfully said, “or 
making (Dungeons and Dragons) 
characters.” They laughed. 

Each individual that frequent- 
ly hangs out in the area had dif- 
ferent motives and stories con- 
cerning how they ended up there, 
but they all continued going for 
one reason: friendship. 

“My friends were hanging out 
here, so I came,” said Lavoie, 
who then stated that he first began 
hanging out there because it was 
once a hotspot for casual lunch 
conversations, and thus bonding 
with like-minded individuals. 

Many students may not 
know—especially newer  stu- 
dents—that the NECC bookstore 
space was once a cafeteria, and 
all of the current seating outside 
of the bookstore was once just a 
simple eating area for students. 
Many lasting ties were forged 
during typical lunch periods be- 
tween students with similar in- 
terests, including things like an- 
ime and gaming cultures. Those 
earlier times have essentially al- 


Always get adequate 
sleep before exams 


Sleep helps with 
focus and keeping a 


positive attitude 
By RACHAEL SARCIONE 


Correspondent 

NECC students are preparing 
for upcoming final exams, and 
possibly some sleepless nights. 
However, lack of sleep could cost 
them more than good grades. 

Sleep deprivation in college 
students is a major contributor 
to poor academic performance. 
According to the National Sleep 
Foundation, students getting less 
than seven hours per night of un- 
interrupted sleep are more likely 
to experience severe memory 
loss. 

“Talk about being stuck be- 
tween a rock and hard place,” 
said NECC student Melissa Dow. 
“T need to rest so 1 can remember 
what I studied, but I have to stay 
up later and study.” 

According to the American 
Psychological Association, being 
extremely tired can have negative 
effects on your attitude and social 
behavior due to the inability to 
tolerate noise and bright lights. 

When someone is tired, flu- 


orescent lighting (often used in 
classrooms) can cause impaired 
judgement and poor concentra- 
tion. 

Besides the effects that sleep 
deprivation can have on brain 
function, some people experience 
visible symptoms, such as dull 
skin or even hair loss. 

“T have a few clients who al- 
ways develop Alopecia Areata 
(baldness in spots) during final 
exams,” said hair stylist Diana 
Brown. “I can’t wait for them to 
graduate and start getting some 
sleep.” 

With so many distractions, 
some students find that time man- 
agement issues make it hard to get 
to bed in time for a good night’s 
sleep. “There are way too many 
awesome shows on TV, and [...] 
by the time I look at the clock, 
it’s like 4 a.m. I don’t know if I 
should even bother going to sleep 
at that point,” said Dow. 


lowed for Team Meme Supreme 
to thrive as well as it has. 

“The thing I like about this 
group is that it’s so big. We’re the 
most diverse group on campus,” 
said Conor Miller, a theater ma- 
jor. going on to joke about how 
their numbers would easily trump 
that of any actual club or organi- 
zation at NECC. Miller then went 
on to ponder on how he became 
a member of Team Meme Su- 
preme. 

“T was playing Pokémon Crys- 
tal, sitting all by myself next to 
a large group of people playing 
video games, when a guy named 
Mike came up and said, ‘Is that 
Pokémon Crystal? You should 
come show us!’” said Miller 
reminiscently. Miller has since 
maintained and created bonds 
with others with interests similar 
to his. 

Lavoie stated that he spends 
around two to two-and-a half 
hours per day, or about eleven 
hours per week just hanging out 
with friends in their hangout spot. 
Benigno “Benny” Agosto, a psy- 
chology major at NECC, who was 
wearing a black fedora, quickly 
chimed in by excitedly stating, “I 
think I spend double that!” 

Agosto remarked on how 
someone had introduced him 
to the group on his first day at 
NECC. 

“T kind of just wandered in and 
stayed,” he quipped. “The vibe 
was awesome, so I kept coming!” 

None of the members of Team 
Meme Supreme seemed very 
concerned with what others may 


Photo by Justin Merced 


Members of Team Meme Supreme hang out in their natural 


environment. 


think of them, to include NECC’s 
public safety officers, who play- 
fully refer to them as “the loud 
group.” More than anything, each 
individual from their informal 
organization would like every- 
one know that they mean nobody 
any harm. Instead, they encour- 
age others to join them or engage 
them in conversation whenever 
they’d like. 

“We're not as scary as you 
think,” said Agosto. “We may be 
loud and we may seem crazy, but 
we’re really cool. Walk in and we 
love you!” he said lastly. 

As Agosto finished speaking, 
another affiliate of Team Meme 
Supreme sat down beside Agosto 


with a My Little Pony plush doll 
stuffed in through the neck of his 
shirt with only its head sticking 
out. 

“It’s for intimidation purpos- 
es,” he said with a wry smile, 
perfectly embracing the joyfully 
benign spirit of Team Meme Su- 
preme. 

Regardless of one’s person- 
al feelings toward Team Meme 
Supreme, the fact of the matter 
is that they fully intend to contin- 
ue hanging out and enjoying one 
another’s company. However, if 
one ever feels like having a joy- 
ful conversation about anything, 
they’d like others to know one 
thing: “The more the merrier!” 


NECC’s first Speechapalooza was a 
empowering success 


e 
rousim 

By DANIELLE CoproLa 5» 
Web Editor 

NECC’s first Speechapalooza 
event took place on Wednesday, 
April 8 in the Spurk building. The 
event was planned and promoted 
by Professor Amy Callahan’s 
Principles of Public Relations 
class. 


minute presentations on various 
topics. Some of these topics in- 
cluded, the history of the choc- 
olate chip cookie, sexualized 
images of women in media and 
graffiti as propaganda. 

Shaina Richards, communica- 
tion major at NECC, spoke about 


Speecha- (4 & 


poolza is 
a public 
speaking 
event that 
promotes 
student 
empower- 
ment and gives student speakers 
the opportunity to present their 
work done in previous classes at 
NECC. 

Professor Amy Callahan cre- 
ated this event because she want- 
ed a chance to showcase the in- 
spiring work her students do in 
public speaking and public pre- 
sentation classes at NECC. 

“T wanted to create a venue to 
celebrate these students and al- 
low them to share their work with 
a larger audience,” said Callahan. 

Students who participated in 
Speechapalooza gave five to ten 


I wanted to create a venue 
to celebrate these students. 


- Amy Callahan 


$95 


sexualized images of women in 
media. 

“Getting the opportunity to 
speak in front of a larger group 
of people than I previously have 
in class settings was exciting and 
nerve-racking. One of my per- 
sonal goals has become to im- 
prove my public speaking skills, 
and this was a great opportunity 
for me to be able to do that,” said 
Richards. 

Being able to be a part of this 
event and speak to an audience 
about how the media sexualizes 
women was important to Rich- 


ards. 

“T identify as a feminist and 
am very passionate about women 
being treated and seen as equals 
to men. I’m probably going to 
continue to write and hopefully 
speak on this subject in the fu- 
ture,” said Richards. 

According to a _ newslet- 
ter written by NECC President 
Lane Glenn, “An event like 
Speechapalooza brings you the 
best that colleges have to of- 
fer their communities and the 
world: the academic freedom, the 
critical thinking, and the voic- 
es of our students—tomorrow’s 
opinion-makers and leaders of 
change.” 

“This event was a celebration 
of free speech and student voices, 
and | think the spirit of the event 
came across. It was meaningful 
because lots of people showed up 
to listen to students. In that way 
this event was about the impor- 
tance of listening to each other 
— listening to young people — 
as much as it was about students 
demonstrating their public speak- 
ing skills,” said Callahan. 

Students and faculty can ex- 
pect another Speechapalooza 
next year according to Callahan. 
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NECC baseball has sights set 


By Mike ALonGI 
Sports Editor 


Knights rattle off 16 
straight wins on the 


baseball diamond 


NECC baseball has really 
been putting on a show over the 
past month, going undefeated in 
April and outscoring their oppo- 
nents by a score of 73-36. 

The Knights have relied on the 
stellar offensive performance of 
players like Harrison Smoske and 
Jacob Rayner, as well as new- 
comers Colby Maiola and Ellidio 
Reyes. 

On the mound, Ryan McAu- 
liffe continues to dominate, post- 
ing a 4-0 record with a 2.19 ERA. 
Zarif Pajazetovic has been even 
more unhittable in his outings, 
posting a 1.50 ERA. 

The Knights will look to con- 
tinue their winning streak this 
afternoon on the road against 
NHTI. 

If they can grab a win there, 
they have three more road games 
to close out the season. 

The Knights have never won 
20 straight games. 


Gonzalez selected to 
All-Region team 


Edwin Gonzalez was 
selected to the NJCAA Region 
XXI All-Star basketball team for 
his play this past season. 

Gonzalez averaged 13.2 points 
per game along with 2.5 assists 
and 2.9 rebounds per game last 
year. He shot 40 percent from the 
field and 41 percent from three- 
point range. 


Plenty of activities 
and intramurals on 
the spring calendar 


Spring intramurals are back 
at NECC. Among the activi- 
ties available this spring are 
volleyball, foosball, — soccer, 
dodgeball, pool and mat ball. 

There will also be floor hock- 
ey, flag football and wiffle ball, 
and other sports. 

There are also plenty of 
activities scheduled for the spring 
semester. 

There will also be a Spring 
Jam event on each campus in 
April. 

Spring Jam on _ Haverhill 
campus took place on April 
15, while the Spring Jam in 
Lawrence will be held on April 
29. 


The gym is open 
Monday through 


Friday to students 


Students with a valid NECC 
ID can use the facilities for 
free. The facilities are open 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and from 
9 am. to 3 p.m. on Fridays. 
Equipment open for use 
includes free weights, 
treadmills and rowers, among 
others. 


ona champ! onship 1 in 2015 


Knights’ all-around 
dominance gives 
them a solid chance 
to get back to the 
NJCAA World Series 


By MIKE ALONGI 


Sports Editor 

The NECC Knights baseball 
team is cruising through the 2015 
season with an impressive offen- 
sive attack and some great pitch- 
ing. The Knights are currently 
21-2 with four games remaining 
in the regular season. NECC is 
also 10-0 in conference play, and 
have won an incredible 16 games 
in a row. 

The Knights are 12-0 in the 
month of April, with wins over 
Community College of Rhode 
Island, Holyoke Community Col- 
lege, Bunker Hill Community 
College, Massasoit Community 
College, Southern Maine Com- 
munity College and Quinsiga- 
mond Community College. 

Over that stretch, the Knights 
have outscored their opponents 
73-36. NECC has a team batting 
average of .334 on the year with 
an on base percentage of .447. 
They have scored a total of 153 
runs this year, but have hit just 
one home run. 

Sophomore Harrison Smoske 
is by far the leader on the offen- 
sive side of the ball for NECC. 
The star outfielder is hitting an 


astounding .462 this year, with an 
on base percentage of .519 and a 
slugging percentage of .662. Out 
of his 30 hits this year, he has five 
doubles and four triples. He has 
also knocked in 16 runs and stole 
13 bases. 

Sophomores Jacob Rayner and 
McDaniel Singleton have also 
had great seasons at the plate. 
Rayner is hitting .389 with four 
doubles and nine RBI, while Sin- 
gleton has a .362 average with 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Colby Maiola (10) slides past an opposing catcher earlier this year. Maiola is one of the 
leading hitters on the team this year, batting .328 with two homers and 23 RBI. 


nine doubles and 16 RBI. 

The freshman have also pro- 
vided some pop for this lineup, 
especially Colby Maiola and Elli- 
dio Reyes. Maiola is batting .345 
this year with two doubles and a 
triple. He also has the team’s only 
two home runs and leads the team 
in RBI with 23. He is second on 
the team in steals with 11. Reyes 
has also had a hot bat, hitting .380 
with 17 RBI. 

The Knights have also got- 


ten some very solid pitching this 
year, especially from sophomore 
starters Ryan McAuliffe and 
Zarif Pajazetovic. 
McAuliffe has thrown a team- 
high 37 innings this year, and 
has only given up 12 runs (nine 
earned) on 20 hits for an ERA of 
2.19. The right-hander also leads 
the team in strikeouts (41) and 
complete games (2). He is cur- 
rently 4-0 in six appearances. 


Continued on page 11 


Softball making progress 


in first vars! 


Improvements have 
been made on the 
mound and at the 
plate 


By Mike ALONG! 
Sports Editor 

It has been a season of ups 
and downs for the NECC Knights 
softball team as they move 
through their first season as a var- 
sity program. After dropping the 
first three games of the year, the 
Knights ran off a streak of four 
wins in five games to get back to 
an even .500 record. Unfortunate- 
ly, they then dropped their next 
four in a row to drop them to 4-8 
for the season. 

But the Knights season has 
been better than the record indi- 
cates. The Knights have finally 
found a solid pitcher in Nodine 
Webster. Webster, a freshman 
from Maine, has thrown 39 in- 
nings this year and is 3-1 with 
a 4.13 ERA and four complete 
games. She has 26 strikeouts. 

The young squad also has had 
some flashes of brilliance on the 
offensive side of the ball. The top 


= Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Tarah Reilly (standing) prepares to lay down a tag ona 
Central Maine player in the Knights’ home opener April 


19. 


ity season 


five hitters in terms of batting av- 
erage are all freshmen. The top 
four hitters in terms of runs batted 
in are all freshmen. Needless to 
say, the team is certainly looking 
forward to the damage they can 
do next year. 

Freshman outfielder Saman- 
tha Petrow leads the team in both 
batting average (.423) and stolen 
bases (10). She’s also only struck 
out one time in her team-high 26 
at-bats. She has also recorded 
three RBIs this year. 

Freshman shortstop Tarah 
Reilly is right behind Petrow with 
a .412 average. She also has two 
doubles this year with four RBI. 
She has also hit the only home 
run for the Knights this season. 

Third baseman Toni Mariano 
rounds out the list of freshmen 
hitting over .400 with a .409 ay- 
erage. 

Freshman outfielder Kelsey 
Trudel is hitting .375 on the sea- 
son, and leads the team in RBI 
(seven) and is second on the team 
in steals (seven). 

The Knights have scored 42 
runs as a team this year. While 
they have hit a modest .285 

Continued on page 11 
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Both freshmen 5 


game against Massasoit Commu- 


Kni og ES is 21-21 eis year 


sophomores have 


been contributing 
for NECC 


Continued from page 10 


Pajazetovic, also a righty, is 
second on the team with 30 in- 
nings pitched, but has a 5-0 re- 
cord with a stifling 1.50 ERA. 
He has given up nine runs (five 


| earned) on 22 hits, and has racked 


up 18 strikeouts. 

The Knights have also gotten 
some solid contributions from 
freshman pitchers. Freshman 
righty Gianni Esposito has a 2-0 
record with a 1.72 ERA in 15.2 
innings pitched this year. Left- 
hander Anthony Dally is also 2-0 
in 15.2 innings pitched. While 
his ERA is a little higher (4.60), 
he’s racked up 19 strikeouts in 
his small amount of work. Finally 
righty Robert Barry is 3-0 with a 
3.24 ERA in 16.2 innings pitched. 

The Knights have also been 
very solid defensively, putting 
up a .956 fielding percentage as 
a team. 

The Knights will play their fi- 


nal four games on the road, start- 
ing this afternoon with a trip to 
NHTI in Concord, N.H. This will 
_ be the first meeting of the year for 
these two teams. 

NECC will then play a road 


Continued from page 10 
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of .407. 
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Freshman third baseman Toni Mariano (11) slides into third base in a 
game against Central Maine. Mariano is hitting .409 this year for NECC. 


Softball, cont'd 


they have collectively 
slugged .380 with an on base percentage 


With only two sophomores on the 
roster this year, the team is considerably 
younger than most of their competition. 
But next year, head coach Robert Gilles- 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
NECC Knights’ ace right-hander Ryan McAuliffe (19) is 4-0 this year with a 2.19 ERA 
and 41 strikeouts in 37 innings pitched. 


pie will have a roster full of game-tested 
sophomores with the talent and know-how 
to win plenty of games for NECC. 

The team will most likely be led by 
Webster on the mound and by Petrow, 
Reilly, Trudel and Mariano at the plate. 
And that’s an pe group for any 


100 Elliott St., Haverhill, MA 


Walkers welcome! 


5K Entry Fee: NECC student fee: $18; 
adults: $25 before April 25; $30 after April 25. Kids’ Fun Run: $10. 


For more information or to register, 
Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 


nity College tomorrow afternoon. 
The Knights are 2-0 against Mas- 
sasoit this year, having taken both 
games of their doubleheader on 
April 18. 

They will close out the reg- 
ular season on Saturday with a 
doubleheader against Quinsiga- 
mond Community College. The 
Knights inched out an 8-7 win in 
their only meeting this year on 
April 23. 

With such a solid record, the 
Knights clearly have their sights 
set on heading back to Tyler, Tex- 
as for the NJCAA World Series in 
2015. If that comes to fruition, it 
will be the fourth trip in five years 
for the Knights, but they are still 
seeking their first championship. 


This paper is your voice, i 
too! 
We want to see what yo 


have to say. 
eee COO eee 


You can reach 
us at: 


978-556-3633. 
observer@necc. — 
mass.edu 


Platinum Sponsor: COVANTA 


Powering Today. Protecting Tomorrow. 


THIRD ANNUAL 


Race Location: Northern Essex Community College's Haverhill Campus, 


Race Time: 5K starts at 10 a.m. Fun Run for children starts at 9 a.m. 


Proceeds to benefit the NECC Annual Fund, which provides support for 
student scholarships and academic programs. 


visit www.campusclassic5k.com or contact Sarah Comiskey at 
scomiskey@necc.mass.edu or 978-556-3612 
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Courses> elections2015: NECC Election—Fall 2015 


For more information, please contact the Student 


Engagement Center at engagemeni@necc.mass.edu. 


The NECC Music Club 
is ready to expand 


By SarAu Tiso 
Correspondent 


The Music Club at NECC performs 
music at the college for the community. 
According to the college website, the club 
creates informational music activities such 
as jam sessions, caroling and viewing ed- 
ucational music videos. Exploring the cur- 
rent music technology, budget and hang- 
ing around talking about music makes this 
club a fun place to be. 

Dr. Ken Langer, Music Department Di- 
rector, says, “The Music Club is beneficial 
to anyone who has an interest in playing or 
listening to music.” 

Jennifer Weiss, General Studies, Music 
Option, 20, is President of the club and 
serves for the full school year. 

Weiss said, “Our main goal is to im- 
prove the music department and grow as 
a whole. We want to inspire people to play 
and enjoy all the different aspects of mu- 
sic.” 

Lindsey Michaud, 20, General Stud- 
ies, Music Option, is Vice President of 
the club. This year, they have talked more 
about how to raise money for the music 
department. “We talk about how we can 
use that money to make improvements and 
how we can inform incoming students of 
the unique program we have at NECC.” 
said Michaud. 

The way the club operates is complete- 
ly up to the participants. “They drive the 
agenda and the activities,” said Langer. 

Amanda Clooney, a Music and Business 
Major, 20, said, “The Music Club is to get 


Register for your classes and complete your financial aid paperwork before you leave 
for the semester. Meet with your assigned advisor. Your assigned advisor Is listed on the 
“Who is my Advisor?” link that can be found by logging into MyNECC, and selecting 

My Information, Look up my advisor. Register early to get the classes and schedule 


you want — and avoid long lines! 


Current Students’ Registration 


April 6 - May 4 


For more information, visit www.necc.mass.edu/register 
Save $100 by registering before August 10 and avoid paying a late registration penalty. 


Exoect more of Norinern Essex. 


people that are and are not music students 
to talk about what they like about music, 
what they want to happen in the future for 
the department and where they want to go 
with music.” 

Weiss, as president, has learned how 
much responsibility it takes to be a leader. 

“T also learned that everyone depends 
on you to take care of business and prob- 
lems. I learned to step up and be responsi- 
ble,” said Weiss. 

Michaud said, “The club started in the 
spring, 2014. Dr. Langer told us about it 
during class so I decided to stay and see 
what it was about. Other music majors and 
non music majors are in the club and any- 
one can join no matter what their major, as 
long as they are an NECC student or em- 
ployee.” 

Clooney says her trip into the mu- 
sic club wasn’t exactly planned. “I knew 
about the club when the advisor, Professor 
Langer, mentioned the idea of starting one 
at the beginning of the spring 2013 semes- 
ter, but I didn’t join until the third meeting 
by accident when I showed up to my fol- 
lowing class early.” 

“I love being able to meet with oth- 
er people who share similar interests and 
goals. I enjoy the opportunity to leave an 
impression with this school even after I’ve 
graduated. It’s just another activity to do 
with my friends at school and we have a lot 
of fun with it,” Michaud said. 

The music club meets at 1 p.m. every 
other Thursday, and all students from any 
major can attend. 


“Northern Essex 
Community College 


